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MARKET FOCUS Tunable Lasers News 
Agility raises US$83m in 3rd-round funding 
Widely tunable laser developer 
Agility Communications I c 
(Santa Barbara, CA, USA) says 
that General Motors Invest- 
ment Management Corp is 
leading its 3rd round of ven- 
ture funding worth US$83m 
(bringing the total - including 
lease lines - to over US$186m). 
This includes funding by exist- 
ing investors Morgenthaler 
Ventures, US Venture Partners, 
Meritech Capital Partners and 
Worldview Technology 
Partners, joined by strategic 
investors optical networking 
equipment manufacturers 
CIENA Corp and Tellabs, plus 
Alliance, Global Strategic, and 
Granite Global Ventures. 
Agility has also appointed 
the following people as mem- 
bers of its board of directors: 
• GM Investment Management 
Corp's managing director of 
Private Market Investments 
Charles Froland (previously 
MD of Stanford University 
Management Co); 
• David M Rickey (CEO and 
chairman of DWDM silicon 
chip maker Applied Micro 
Circuits Corp). 
They join chairman, chief 
technology officer and 
co-founder Larry Coldren; 
CEO and president Ron 
Nelson; Steve Krausz of US 
Venture Partners; and Gary 
Shaffer of Morgenthaler 
Ventures. 
Froland says Agility is first 
to ship production quantities 
of widely tunable lasers to 
multiple customers and 
samples to more than 35 
customers. 
"Agility's strategy of mono- 
lithically integrating several 
functions on a single chip 
has enabled them to become 
the first widely tunable laser 
company to meet he price 
and performance require- 
ments of customers in the 
metropolitan-core, switching, 
and long-haul markets," 
said Rickey. 
Alcatel Optronics launches 40 Gb/s CW DWDM Laser 
Alcatel Optronics (Dallas,TX, 
USA) has introduced its 
newest fixed and tunable con- 
tinuous wave (CW) laser, with 
wavelength monitoring for 
operation up to 40 Gb/s. 
The CW laser integrates a 
wavelength monitoring func- 
tion of Alacatel's 1935 LMI. 
With an external modulator, it 
becomes a key component 
for 2.5, 10 and 40 Gb/s long- 
reach and very-long-reach 
DWDM transmission. "This 
new laser demonstrates 
Alcatel Optronics' advance in 
multiple-function ptical and 
electrical integration i side a 
single package," said chief 
operating officer Philippe Brdgi. 
"Hybrid products will repre- 
sent nearly the entire comp~ 
nent market used in telecom- 
munication systems over 
optical fibre," he adds. 
The 1935 LMI highly integrated 
laser module covers C- and L- 
bands, with output power of up 
to 20 mW. In a 14-pin butterfly 
standard package, it combines 
a laser chip, a Fabry-Perot til- 
ter and two photodiodes pre- 
cisely controlling the optical 
power and the wavelength 
emitted into the optical fibre. 
Alcatel is targeting the WDM 
component spares market, 
"the most important segment 
open to tunable lasers," 
adds Br6gi. 
Infinite chooses Orlando for its GCSEL fab 
In early August, after receiving 
US$ lm in funding from the 
US government's Defense 
Advanced Research Projects 
Agency, Infinite Group Inc 
(Warwick, RI, USA) chose 
Orlando, FL for the site of its 
Infinite Photonics Inc sub- 
sidiary (formed in March - see 
Issue 5, page 27) and fab. 
It will make its proprietary 
IP Grating Coupled Surface 
Emitting Laser (IP GCSEL, for 
which applications include 
high-power pump lasers used 
for EDFA and Raman amplifi- 
cation, tunable lasers used in 
optical transmitters and 
receivers for telecoms, material 
processing and medical appli- 
cations).The site is at the 
Central Florida Research Park 
(established by the Florida leg- 
islature in 1978 and a cooper- 
ative effort among the nearby 
University of Central Florida, 
the Orange County Research 
and Development Authority 
and the Orange Cotmty Board 
of County Commissioners) 
near UCF's School of Optics/ 
CREOL (Center for Research 
and Education in Optics and 
Lasers). 
"We have been certified by 
the Governor's Office as a 
Semiconductor Diode 
(Silicon) Facility and accord- 
ingly are exempted from sales 
and use taxes under Florida's 
Semiconductor, Defense and 
Space Technology Facility pro- 
gram," says president Jeff 
Bullington. "We intend to 
ramp up product develop- 
ment, the GCSEL diode manu- 
facturing capability in Florida, 
and develop additional sales, 
marketing and administrative 
infrastructure." 
"Assistance and cooperation 
was provided by representa- 
tives of Enterprise Florida in 
both Orlando and Tallahassee, 
the Metro Orlando Economic 
Development Commission, 
Central Florida Research Park 
and City of Orlando Mayor 
Hood's Office," said CFO 
Bruce J Garreau. "Initially, we 
expect o staff this facility 
with 12-14 technical and 
administrative p rsonnel." 
Infinite Photonics already 
had researchers working 
within CREOL. Staffing will 
grow to 40-60 over the next 
year as it transitions from 
prototypes into products 
(for which is seeking about 
5,000 ft 2 of office and 
manufacturing space). 
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